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 1 
Present Members:  Timothy Lepore, Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Pauline Proch and Jake 2 
Pearl 3 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chairman Tim Lepore 4 
opened the meeting requested an amendment to the agenda to add a voting item. Pauline Proch making a motion to 5 
approve the agenda and Melissa Murphy seconding, it was approved unanimously. 6 

Presentations and Discussions of Interest to the Committee 7 
Cape Cod Collaborative Report – Director Paul Hilton 8 
Paul Hilton presented the Annual Report of the Cape Cod Collaborative and the Articles of Agreement which were 9 
originally developed in March 1975,  have been revised five times since then, and are now in proposal for another 10 
revision for this June 2014.  The CCC was established in 1975 to provide high quality services to low-incident 11 
special student populations whose needs could be best addressed through multi-district efforts.  Now comprised of 19 12 
school districts throughout Cape Cod and the Islands, the CCC has adapted to meet the changing needs of school 13 
districts to provide a myriad of high quality programming for students and families in an interdependent 14 
collaboration of public school communities.  Overseen by a school committee representative from each district 15 
(creating its own Board of Directors) and adhering to regulations and compliance with the State, the CCC offers 16 
consistency and enjoys a stable financial position.  For the Nantucket Public School district the CCC is important as 17 
it provides our busing service for all of our students.  Our School Committee had a number of questions and asked 18 
for discussion concerning our actual physical participation in meetings, meeting a quorum and voting rights.  With 19 
the overnight/off-island factor difficult for the monthly meetings, they have been hoping for remote participation via 20 
Skype or some alternative.  While the meeting place and time (2

nd
 Wednesday of each month) has been changed to be 21 

more centrally located for all, and to 5:00 to accommodate ferry schedules, this still makes attendance at the meeting 22 
for NPS cumbersome.  Mr. Hilton noted amendments in the Articles of Agreement that should make it easier for us 23 
to participate remotely. 24 

Guidance Presentation - NHS, CPS, NES  25 
NES Guidance Counselors Lisa Hood and Jeanne Clark presented their school counseling monthly planner, new 26 
lesson plans, survey samples and some program examples.  Ms. Hood discussed how each piece is designed to align 27 
with the standards.  Every class from K-5 grades gets this education once every other week.  Ms. Clark went on to 28 
talk about the pilot program for next year to self-advocate and self-regulate and that this will include a strong parent 29 
component.  There were some questions from the School Committee about confidentiality and honest answers and 30 
participation percentages.  Social Worker, David Siegel, added that with 700 children in NES, we are seeing a 31 
dramatic increase in crisis intervention and with improvement of social skills and assessments, we can offer great 32 
support despite the student-to-counselor ratio being high.  There were also some questions regarding the ELL 33 
population, to which Ms. Clark added that Patricia Harding has been instrumental in helping for outreach, but she is 34 
stretched quite thin.   35 

Jenn Psaradelis and Dauna Coffin presented how the grades and teams horizontally and vertically meet together and 36 
with guidance to discuss and  support the needs of all the Cyrus Peirce Middle School students.  The transition years 37 
are particularly important, and student support is vital at this developmental age.  As a department, Guidance offers 38 
many initiatives for students such as new student registration, lunch groups, Book Club, course selections, MCAS 39 
help, Naviance training, and more.  For the new school year, comes a new guidance counselor (to fill Ms. Psaradelis’ 40 
position as she moves to the High School) and a new home outside of the main offices for better access, and a new 41 
Assistant Principal.   The department hopes to increase their classroom-based instruction, utilize and train the 42 
students in the Naviance Program (vital for their HS experience)  and deliver a personal interest inventory to begin 43 
identification of possible future career paths.  They will also continue the WHY TRY? program, an effective 44 
curriculum to motivate, remediate, reinforce, and navigate the ups and downs students experience along their 45 
academic and social-emotional journey. 46 
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In Nantucket High School, Susan McFarland, Courtney Foster (Julia Zaytsilva, Long Term Sub) and Cathy Lepore, 48 
are the school counselors and work well together with Andrew Viselli and Julie Kingston to provide support on so 49 
many levels to the students in grades 9-12.  The department is in charge of new student registration, student 50 
schedules, National Honor Society,  coordinates PSAT, SAT, ACT, AP exams,  follows and monitors IEP and 504 51 
accommodation plans, enters SIMS data to aid in state reporting, handles scholarships and financial aid for college 52 
bound students and manages Naviance, the major college career counseling software.  Naviance plays a very large 53 
role in this department as it offers career inventory, manages and tracks college applications, letters of 54 
recommendation, test scores, it captures data, and generates reports.  Guidance also offers newsletters, email updates, 55 
seminars and informational sessions to students and parents for college focused help to assist in making a daunting 56 
process easier.  On a sentimental note, Susan McFarland is retiring this year and the School Committee thanked her 57 
for all she is done over the last decades and then welcomed Jenn Psaradelis as she moves into her new position. 58 

New England Association of Schools & Colleges, Inc (NEASC) – Principal John Buckey 59 
Principal Buckey and Superintendent Cozort have written a letter to NEASC informing them of the decision by NHS 60 
to remain affiliated with NEASC, but to suspend the self-study process for the coming year.  This decision was made 61 
by Mr. Buckey as he considered the multiple initiatives that his faculty is presently engaged in. 62 

Comments from the Public 63 
Steve Sortevik, Social Studies 7

th
 Grade teacher, asked about public comment timing on an agenda item.    Chairman 64 

Tim Lepore asked him to wait for the discussion of the item. 65 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 66 
Gift Donation made from Egan Maritime Institute to CPS : 67 
A gift donation was made to Cyrus Peirce Middle School, in the amount of $7,590.76.  Pauline Proch recused herself, 68 
Melissa Murphy made a motion, which was seconded by Robin Harvey, and it was approved by a vote of the 69 
Committee. 70 

Evelyn Maglathlin Scholarships Awards 2014 & Miriam Congdon-Altschul Scholarship 2014:   71 
Over $35,000 in scholarships were provided this year from these two funds.  A list of the students and alumni 72 
designated to receive the scholarships was presented in the School Committee packet.  Pauline Proch made a motion, 73 
seconded by Robin Harvey and this list was approved by a vote of the Committee. 74 

 75 
Cape Cod Collaborative Articles of Agreement:    76 
No vote was taken on this at this time. 77 
 78 
Chartwells:   79 
No vote needed, but thank you and acknowledgement of the contractual agreed upon “gift donation” made to NPS  80 
for $1,000.00 representing a grant and a scholarship award for 2013/2014 contract year. 81 
 82 
Transfers and Invoices:   83 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Pauline Proch and seconded by Jennifer Iller.  The 84 
motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 85 

June 3, 2014  Meeting Minutes:               86 
A motion to approve the Committee minutes of May 20, 2014, was made by Robin Harvey and seconded by Jenn 87 
Iller.  A motion was made and approved by a vote of the Committee.     88 

 89 
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Superintendent’s Report 90 
PARCC vs. MCAS 91 
Superintendent Cozort has met with the Administrative Team to discuss, at length, whether to recommend that NPS 92 
move from the MCAS to PARCC state assessment in the coming year.  The Department of Education (DESE) has 93 
determined that each school district must make a decision by June 30

th
 if they wish to participate in the PARCC 94 

computer-based assessment.  Superintendent Cozort explained that the benefit of “opting in” for PARCC is that our 95 
students would get a year to get comfortable with the format, and experience the rigor of the assessment.  DESE has 96 
stated that districts participating will be “Held Harmless” with respect to their district and school accountability 97 
determination.  This means that the results will only count if the school or district improves its rating, but will not 98 
count if they should go down in their rating.  There were many concerns and questions expressed regarding our 99 
technology infrastructure, the amount of testing time, teacher training, etc.   100 
 101 
Mr. Sortevik, 7

th
 grade Social Studies teacher, voiced his concerns with the rigor of the assessments and our lack of 102 

preparedness for the staff.   He proclaimed that he was technologically proficient. and that the technology format was 103 
challenging even for him. He added that it was his opinion, and that of Alice Crowley, that it is not appropriate to 104 
move to PARCC as it will put undue stress on teachers, and suggested using PARCC could throw the Educator 105 
Evaluation Plan (of the new evaluation system) into confusion. Principal Cohen acknowledged that while change is 106 
often hard, it was his opinion that this is the time to move forward.  Director of Curriculum & Assessment, Abbie 107 
Lareau, agreed and shared the dress rehearsal is a good idea.   108 
 109 
With so much information and so much to consider, Chairman Lepore asked for a motion to table the topic.  110 
Superintendent Cozort stated that he will gather more information for the School Committee to review to help them 111 
make this decision at the July 1 meeting. Dr. Lepore asked that any questions be sent to the Superintendent.  A 112 
motion was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jenn Iller and a vote to table was approved by the Committee.   113 
 114 
Graduation Update – Superintendent Cozort offered congratulations to the senior class and noted that it will be fun to 115 
watch where these students are going in the future and that he expects the class of 2014 to achieve great things.  116 
 117 
Hiring – Most positions are filled for the new academic year, with exception to 6

th
 grade Math in CPS and 4 & 5 118 

grade in NES.  There is the probability of needing an additional Kindergarten teacher.  The High School has filled the 119 
Culinary Arts position with locally renowned chef, Tom Proch and also the Building Trade position with current 120 
NES teacher, Michael Girvin (carpenter and teacher by trade).  NES has filled the IDSC position with CPS TA, 121 
Mollie Lampert, ready  to take on her new role.  New to the system for the NES ELL position will be Nicole Ridge.  122 

On the Horizon 123 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda for the next meeting. We will have an Athletics Annual report, 124 
enrollment update for the coming year, hopefully a Collective Bargaining Agreement to vote on for the Teachers 125 
Unit, and discussed the possibility of having a second meeting in July. 126 

Sub-Committee & Acknowledgements  127 
None 128 

At 8:04 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. A motion made by Pauline Proch, seconded by Melissa Murphy and 129 
unanimously approved. 130 

Respectfully submitted,  131 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk 132 


